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Modesty is one of the fraditional virtues the great sage Confucius
advocated. Although a great scholar, Confucius admonished his
stfudents, “When walking in the company of three, there must be
one | canlearn from” . To Confucius modesty and humility are
required qualifies for a society to sustain itself while pride will lead
to destruction.

Qidn xU shi kdng 71 ti chadng de méi dé,
WwE & Ll FIEE By = 1B,

ta shudo gud: sanrénxing, biydu wo shi.
fiB i I = AN i1, ®BEBEHEIP

zhong gud rén de gidn xO.
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The typical example of the modesty is demonstrated by the host to
his visitors. He will apologize for the ill-preparation and small
quantity of his food, which turns out 1o be sumptuous banquet.

Didn xing de zhong gud shi gidn xu shi:
B R BRX OEER:
ji shi zhU rén zhUn beéi de shi shé hud de yan hui, °
BlfE £ A EEHE 2 B4 B B,
yé hui wei zhun bei bu zhou hé fancadi bu hdo ér ddo gian.
s A F &F A M B IXF m & o

zhong gud rén de gidn xO.
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And the modesty is also shown when the Chinese accept
compliments. They always respond to compliments with  “Nali,

nail.(literally where? Where? )” - figuratively meaning, “lhave
done nothing to deserve your compliment.”

Zhong gud rén bei kua jidng shi huishuo: “Nali nali. ”
a8 A #H T X BN HWH: “ WEWKE,’
Yisishi: WO méi ydu nishud de na me hdo,
ERE BR B KB B B F. (1
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Another common way to show the Chinese modesty is that the
Chinese often politely refuse offers of drinks, refreshments, gifts and
other favors two or three times before graciously accepting them.
Their modesty requires them not to open the gifts to the sender’ s
face.

Zhong gud rén yiban hui tui ci ji ci zhi hou cdi
a8 A—H =¥ EILXZz2RE #
jie shou bié rén de zéng yU.

72 x 3 A B B 5

Ta mén bUhui dang mian chai i wu.
bl A= ZH | i L.

zhong gud rén de gidn xO.
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Their modesty requires them not to challenge but to respect,
which results in a low profile of Chinese. This is sometimes
misunderstood as no ambition or competitive spirit. Their modesty

leads them more 1o group-consciousness rather than to individual-
consciousness.

Qianxu shi zhonggudrén kan shangqu geng didido,
e e A EA & X % A,
geng juyou jiti  yishi. ks
BB Fr 5iH.

i
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1.Sanrén xing, biydou woshi,

= ANfr, BB HF
When walking in the company of three, there
must be one | can learn from.

2. Ndli ndli.
WREE WREE.
| have done nothing fo deserve your compliment.
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