Pinyin 1

Level:
Beginner




You will learn:

During this lesson you will learn
Chinese Pinyin. It consists of
initials, finals and fones.
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/Pinyin IS a way to represent Chinese chcroc’rers\

and express the sounds in the Chinese
language using the alphabet. Once you learn
Pinyin you will know how to pronounce any
word in Mandarin using a Chinese dictionary.
Pinyin is also the most common way 1o input
Chinese characters into a computer. Although
Pinyin and English both use the Roman
alphabet, many letters are not expressed with

Qe same sounds that English uses. /
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What is Pinyin

Initials, finals and fones are the fundamental

elements in pinyin

“m?” is the initia

“ao” isthe final

“« 7 7 isthe tone

N /
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Initials-1

f like 'f'in fat

-
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Initials-1

/ RN

d like'd in'down' —softened to approach d"é-'-’é'

1 sound
f like't'in 'fop’ - with more aspiration &
1°1 1 | B : lIj :“:j E 1 ..-" li

I ike'l'in  ‘look’

$
\_ /
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Initials-1

(@]

ke 'g’ In 'go

/N

N

The Chinese p,t and k are pronounced with much more
aspiration. The Chinese b, d and g are voiceless, whereas
the English b, d and g are voiced.
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Simple Finals

e ke 'e'in'her &
i like 'ea'in 'eaf &

u similar to the Gin German Longuog@fﬂ;'

~ Copyright © 2009 Lumivox International Ltd.



{ Exercise: \

.84 F 2| $£#+#. Read the following

simple finals.
o—e e—qa ao—0 e—O0 I—u u—i
—uU u—U u—e e— o—i Uu—i

2.8 T3 5., Read the following
initials.

b(o) p(o) m(o) f(o) dfe) t(e)
\ n(e) lle) gle) k(e) h(e) /
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Tones

1st ma 2nd ma 3rd mad 4th ma

b
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* In Hanyu, apart from the four tones, there is a
neutral fone which is written without a fone
mark. A neutral tone is almost always carried
by syllables other than the beginning one, and
is pronounced in a light and short manner.

mama &4 |yéye 55
bdba &% |ndinaqi 475473
zhudzi £F |z&oshang ¥ _E
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‘ Exercise:

gl T 245 . Read the following
pinyin.

ma ma ma ma

ba bd bd bd

PO ol PC PO

I li I1 I

NI Ni ni ni

\ gége  didi jigjie  meimei ;
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1. %% & £, Discriminate the intials.

ba-pa  fidi géke  eni ho-kd
S -1 H-idm S 2R R-%

2. #5394, Discriminate the finals.

Ha-hé ké-kU -0 bd-bu nU-ni pd-pd
vh—vg AR FL-IF AN BAR eI

\_
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